Background: the fishing colony of the Picinguaba neighborhood is located at the northern end of the coast of the state of São Paulo. It has about 300 residents, of which approximately 100 are professional fishermen. oBjectives: This study aimed to identify the main dermatoses of the community in comparison with other populations, and their frequency. Methods: The dermatoses were identified and tabulated for two years, in a prospective study carried out on monthly trips to the fishermen's colony in Picinguaba. results: One hundred and eighteen patients were attended and followed up, which is equivalent to about 1/3 of the colony's inhabitants. Of these, 43 were children (under the age of 14) and 75 were adolescents and adults. The diseases observed were catalogued according to the age groups. Although most dermatoses in the community were similar with those observed in the general population, some specific cases could be seen, such as folliculitis on the legs of fishermen and an unexpected low frequency of actinic lesions in the colony, as well as dermatitis by aquatic animals. study liMitations: The limitations were monthly attendance and the spontaneous demand of the patients. conclusions: The finding of community-specific dermatoses and the low incidence of malignant and pre-malignant tumors associated with sun exposure needs further studies for better clarification. Keywords: Animals, venomous; Bacterial infections; Bites and stings; Fishing industry; Folliculitis; Leishmaniasis, mucocutaneous; Skin diseases; Solar radiation 
INTRODUCTION
The fishermen colony in the Picinguaba neighborhood is lo- Because of the maintenance of ancient habits (due to the little influence of the environment in the inhabitants' way of living), it is possible to observe many practices that did not exist in other areas of the municipality. Currently, the area hosts a large flow of tourists in search of boat trips to the closest islands, what led many fishermen to leave their fishing activities behind and become tour guides.
In addition, youngsters are no longer interested in the occupation and many are quitting their jobs and selling their fishing tools. This annually reduces the amount of professional fishermen in the area.
Despite all this, there are still old habits, beliefs and folk remedies in the area. This motivated this study, which aimed to Profile of skin diseases in a community of fishermen in the northern coast of the state of São Paulo: the expected and the unusual identify the main dermatoses in the community and compare them to other populations, besides evaluating their frequency and their specific relationship with the community.
METHODS
The dermatoses were identified and tabulated during 2 years in a cross-sectional, prospective study, conducted in monthly trips to the fishermen colony of Picinguaba. Assistance was provided to the colony's inhabitants during this period through an agreement with the Department of Health of the municipality of Ubatuba, that allowed the use of the local health center, located in a central region of the neighborhood, near the fishermen' beach. 
Larva migrans
Feet (5) Molluscum contagiosum Fibrous papule of the nose Nasal ala (2) these, 43 were children (younger than 14 years) and 75 were adolescents and adults. The age of the patients ranged from 1 month to 89 years, with a mean of 48 years among the 75 adults seen with multiple complaints. Male patients were the majority (68 or 57.6%).
Conditions seen are shown in tables 1 and 2.
DISCUSSION
The dermatoses observed in the colony's children were similar to those observed in other epidemiological studies conducted in the country, with eczemas, tineas and zoonoses the most frequently registered. In general, the conditions diagnosed in children were of easy resolution, requiring a lower number of visits until cure was achieved. [1] [2] [3] [4] In regards to adults, some factors should be considered in the analysis: despite the representative number of patients (75), we only had a small fraction of patients and, more importantly, the patients were seen monthly, what limited the documentation of the course of acute diseases, such as injuries with aquatic animals and superficial mycoses. Still, we believe we traced an accurate profile of the dermatoses in the community, with some curious aspects in comparison to other epidemiological studies that will be referred to individually. 5, 6 Injuries with aquatic animals were caused mainly by fish, which is expected since this is the most common work-related injury among fishermen. [7] [8] [9] Regardless of the common knowledge on the risks, 8 accidents occurred. Two of them were caused by scorpionfish (Scorpaena sp.), and were severe injuries with systemic envenomation. Forest close to the beaches that are known as the "wilderness"). 6 Putting together both the pediatric and adult patients, nine active cases of larva migrans were seen. This is important because larva migrans is one of the parameters that demonstrates loss of the village's customs. The disease did not exist in the colony's beaches and appeared about 10 years ago, with the higher influx of tourists in the beaches' sands. Pets followed their owners and used the sand to Disappearance of the lesions was more associated to prevention measures than to medical treatments.
CONCLUSIONS
Although the spectrum of dermatoses observed in the study is similar to the typical pediatric population, adult diseases had certain characteristics and particular features which deserve more studies, especially those related to the low rates of cutaneous malignancies and pre-malignant lesions in a population permanently exposed to the sun, to dermatitis not yet reported or even diseases that established in the community after an increasing loss of local character with the advent of tourism. 14,15 q
